
BUILDING FAQs 
So what is going on? 
The members of our host congregation, Bethel United Methodist, have decided to close after nearly 120 years of 
worship in Sans Souci. Their last service will be July 30th. 
  
What does this mean for Village Church? 
It means two important things: 1) We still have a place to worship while we enter into negotiations to purchase 
the building, for which we have been granted the first right of refusal. The Methodist District Office now takes 
ownership of the building, but have indicated they will continue to honor our lease terms as we explore 
purchasing the church, and 2) We will need to purchase the building to stay here long-term. Since our shared-
use agreement was with the Bethel congregation, it will technically no longer be valid after they dissolve. As a 
policy, the UMC district office does not rent empty church buildings. 

Will our service time change? 
Yes, we will begin worship at 10am beginning Sunday, August 6. 

Is Village Church going to buy the Bethel UMC building? 
We hope to and are optimistic we can do so. We anticipate this process will take until at least October. Presently, 
we are getting appraisals for the church and the parsonage so we can present an offer, as requested.  The Village 
Church vestry has hired an inspector to give a report on the major systems of the building (electrical, plumbing, 
roof, etc). They are also hiring an architect who specializes in code requirements. This information will be 
prayerfully considered as we decide if buying makes sense and as we move forward toward an offer. 
  
How much will it cost? Can we afford it?  
We don’t know. At this time the United Methodist leadership has not given us an approximate price, but they’ve 
indicated they want to make it “affordable.” They have been very supportive of us thus far and expressed their 
desire for the property to continue as a church, with no desire to sell it for development. They greatly appreciate 
that we are in the Anglican tradition, the roots of Methodism. We are in a healthy financial position, but your 
generosity in giving is vital to the continued growth and mission of Village Church and to this situation, in 
particular. The Vestry and VC leadership will prayerfully consider our financial plans and will be forthcoming 
with the church about the details when the time is appropriate.  

Where will Bethel's congregation go? 
This cherished body of believers plan to attend various other Methodist congregations in the area. Wilton, 
Margaret, Maxine, Nancy and others have made us feel very welcome and we are grateful for the legacy of faith 
they leave. We have invited them to join us for worship any time, and we wish them God's very best in this next 
season. VC leadership has discussed ways we can honor their history in the future, including an honorary name 
for our sanctuary. 



So now what? 
We will continue to worship at 2104 Old Buncombe Road and plan our discipleship efforts accordingly. We will 
begin Alpha groups in the fall, about which you will hear more in coming weeks. You may begin to see changes 
in the furnishings. Bethel has already begun cleaning out and donating items. Our leadership will be deciding on 
easy changes to enhance our worship and teaching. Things you might see: rearranging furniture, moving 
children’s rooms, removal of some décor, etc. While we expect to make some small, low-cost changes initially, we 
will not make any long term investments in the property until we confirm a purchase. We will be creating a list of 
needs as we work through this process. Watch your email for announcements about the church’s needs and 
upcoming opportunities to serve! 

What if we have to move?  
It won’t be the first time Village Church has had to find a place to worship, and if that happens, we will take it as 
the Lord’s will. At this time, we are not focused on finding another space. In our 3 short years, the Lord has been 
faithful to Village Church in providing for our every need. We believe He will continue to do so.  
  
Does buying the building affect our mission? 
Since its inception, it has been the heart of Village Church to love and serve not only its body of believers, but 
also to be in missional relationship with the community. The Lord has given us this beautiful property in the 
middle of Sans Souci, and since we have been planted here, it has been our desire to really become part of the 
neighborhood. This is the main reason we want to be in Sans Souci and have our own space here. To that end, 
Village Church leadership has reconfirmed it as a priority to love our neighbors here in tangible, relationship-
building ways. We want to be prayerful and intentional about developing those relationships. With all the 
excitement around the building, we could easily be distracted from our mission. Therefore, even if we do 
purchase this church building, at this time there is no plan to launch a major remodel effort immediately. We 
want to remain mission-focused and Spirit-led in all we do. 
  
So what can I do now?  
Pray. Give. Pray some more. Please pray for wisdom and discernment for the 
leadership of Village Church, that we would stay focused on the mission of the Church 
above all else. Pray about how you can worship through giving to help us make our 
next season fruitful. Giving to the local church is essential to discipleship. Yours and 
others. It is only out of worship together in the local church, sharing in Christ, that we 
go into the world enlightened, united and empowered for ministry. Worship, soul care, 
and community make all other rooted and resourced Christian presence possible - 
 and powerful. These are found in the local church… by Christ's design. 

Please also continue to pray for the members of Bethel as they face this time of sadness and uncertainty. We are 
incredibly blessed to worship in the beautiful space they have called home for so long. 
  
I have other questions. 
As you have other questions about the building, please reach out to a member of the Village Church Vestry you 
can find them here: http://www.villagegreenville.com/our-vestry/

http://www.villagegreenville.com/our-vestry/

